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THE  ANARCHY  OF  MILITARY  MIGHT 


Reliance  on  military  treaties  contrib¬ 
utes  to  continuation  of  power  politics 
and  lawless  behavior  by  nation-states  with 
the  well-being  of  peoples  too  often  sacri¬ 
ficed  to  stability  of  governments.  Yet  on 
June  23  Secretary  Kissinger  stated:  "We 
regard  our  alliances  as  the  cornerstone  of 
our  foreign  policy  and  the  essential  pillars 
of  the  structure  of  international  sta¬ 
bility." 

The  interest  of  world  peace  would  be 
better  served  by  making  the  cornerstone 
of  our  foreign  policy  the  goals  and 
principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter. 

The  following  short  review  of  US 
military  relations  with  the  Philippines  and 
Taiwan  will  hopefully  help  readers  re¬ 
assess  US  foreign  policy  and  its  effect  on 
people  around  the  world. 


tial  law,  freedom  of  assembly  and  the 
entire  spectrum  of  democratic  processes 
have  been  strictly  regulated." 

Query  to  Members  of  Congress: 
Should  the  US  continue  to  support  an 
undemocratic  regime  in  order  to  obtain 
base  rights? 


When  the  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  China  fled  the  mainland  in  1949, 
President  Truman  initially  announced 
that  the  US  would  neither  use  US  forces 
to  prevent  Chinese  Communist  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Taiwan  nor  provide  military  aid  to 
Chiang  Kai-shek.  This  decision  was  re¬ 
versed  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Korean 
War  and  the  reversal  was  formalized  in  a 
mutual  defense  treaty. 

Continued  on  page  4. 
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PHILIPPINES 


military  grants  and  over  $30  million  in 
sales  of  military  equipment. 

The  vastness  of  the  bases  and  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  have  been  irri¬ 
tants  to  the  Filipinos.  After  the  Vietnam 
debacle  President  Marcos  voiced  increas¬ 
ing  dissatisfaction  with  the  basing  ar¬ 
rangements.  Informal  talks  with  the  US 
have  begun. 

The  US  Defense  Department  sees  little 
outside  threat  to  the  Philippines.  U.S. 
bases  are  maintained  there  so  America 
"can  project  power  over  a  wide  area"— 
Secretary  of  Defense  Schlesinger.  U.S. 
military  aid  is  used  to  help  put  down 
local  insurrections. 

President  Marcos  declared  martial  law 
in  September,  1972,  thus  perpetuating 
himself  in  power.  The  US  position,  says 
Assistarrt  Secretary  of  State  Habib,  has 
been  to  continue  "to  maintain  friendly 
relations  with  the  Philippine  Government 
while  avoiding  any  comment."  Mr.  Habib 
has  testified  that  "certain  democratic 
processes  and  human  rights"  have  been 
suspended:  "There  have  been  wide- 
ranging  arrests . . .  and  a  number  of  these 
people  have  been  held  for  over  two  years 
without  trial.  In  addition,  freedom  of  the 
press  has  been  curtailed,  and  under  mar- 


The  United  States  granted  the  Philip¬ 
pines  independence  in  1946  with  the 
understanding  that  the  United  States 
would  retain  bases  there  for  the  "mutual 
protection"  of  both  countries.  The  Mutu¬ 
al  Defense  Treaty  of  1952  states:  "Each 
party  recognizes  that  an  armed  attack  in 
the  Pacific  area  on  either  of  the  parties 
would  be  dangerous  to  its  own  peace  and 
safety  arxi  declares  that  it  would  act  to 
meet  the  common  dangers  in  accordance 
with  its  constitutional  processes." 

Similar  language  was  contained  in  the 
Manila  Pact  of  1955  to  which  both 
countries  subscribe.  The  Manila  Pact  was 
intended  to  "contain  the  People's  Repub¬ 
lic  of  China"  and  to  "serve  as  a  shield 
behind  which  the  Asian  countries  could 
become  strong." 

The  US  maintains  two  major  bases  in 
the  Philippines— Clark  Air  Force  Base  and 
Subic  Bay  Naval  Base-as  well  as  several 
smaller  installations.  US  installations  oc¬ 
cupy  173,000  acres  and  have  a  combined 
population  of  15,000  American  military 
personnel  and  thousands  of  Filipino  em¬ 
ployees.  Operating  costs  are  estimated  at 
over  $200  million  for  fiscal  1975.  Last 
year,  the  Philippine  Government  was 
scheduled  to  receive  $21  million  in  US 


Tiff  U.S.  AND 
THE  MIDDLE  EAST 


As  this  Newsletter  went  to  press. 
Congress  was  examining  the  Admin¬ 
istration's  proposal  for  stationing 
US  technicians  in  the  Sinai.  "Con¬ 
gress,"  said  the  FCNL  Policy  Com¬ 
mittee  in  a  September  21  state¬ 
ment  "should  make  its  aoceptence 
subject  to  an  annual  review ...  to 
assure  ilMt  specific  steps  are  being 
takan  to  achieve  progress  on  out¬ 
standing  problems."  The  Commit¬ 
tee  also  urged  Congress  to  dissoci¬ 
ate  itself  from  language  in  the 
US-lsraeli  memorandum  wh%h  ap- 
pmrs  to  commit  the  US  to  support 
the  Israeli  position  without  regard  | 
to  UN  resolutions.  Further 
arms  aid  to  the  Msd^ 
also  opposed.  Copies  of  the  stat» 
ment  aretmailabie  from  FCNL. 


FCNL  WMhington  Navwlattar,  Octobar,  1975 


MAJOR  AMNESTY  BILL  ADVANCES 


The  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on 
Civil  Liberties,  headed  by  Bob  Kasten- 
meier,  Wl,  has  reported  a  new  and  far- 
reaching  amnesty  bill.  Hearings  on  the 
Vietnam  Era  Reconciliation  Act  (H.R. 
9596)  are  expected  to  begin  before  the 
full  House  Judiciary  Committee  during 
early  October.  The  bill,  originally  intro¬ 
duced  by  Kastenmeier*.  Badillo*  NY, 
and  Drinan*  MA,  is  also  co-sponrored  by 
Reps.  Edwards*  CA,  Conyers*  Ml, 
Seiberling*  OH,  Mikva  IL,  Scheuer  NY, 
Moakley  MA,  Fraser  MN,  Rees  CA,  Stark 
CA,  Mitchell  MD,  Chisholm  NY,  Young 
GA,  and  Leggett  CA. 

Kastenmeier  has  stated  that  the  bill  is 
"an  attempt  to  respond  to  the  failure  of 
the  President's  clemerKy  program  while 
bridging  the  differences  of  opinion  be¬ 


tween  those  who  favor  an  absolute  un¬ 
conditional  approach  to  amnesty  and 
those  who  favor  the  President's  more 
limited  program." 

The  major  feature  of  the  bill  re¬ 
quires  that  those  seeking  amnesty  sign 
a  certificate  affirming  that  their  actions 
resulted  because  of  their  disapproval  of 
U.S.  military  involvement  in  Indochina,  a 
requirement  that  probably  would  not  be 
too  onerous  for  most  war  opponents. 
Amnesty  would  be  granted  under  this 
condition  to  those  who  between  Aug.  4. 
1964,  and  March  28,  1973,  violated  the 
Selective  Service  Act,  were  AWOL,  or 
disobeyed  an  order  which  would  have 
required  them  to  kill  someone  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  their  beliefs.  No  alternative  service 
is  required. 


Other  notable  provisions  of  the  bill 
include  the  expungement  of  all  records 
and  the  restoration  of  all  constitutional 
rights  and  citizenship  for  those  who  left 
the  country. 

One  defect  in  the  bill:  it  does  not 
address  the  problem  of  those  who  re¬ 
ceived  less  than  honorable  discharges  or 
those  involved  in  civilian  resistance.  But 
passage  of  this  bill  would  be  a  major  and 
important  step  forward  on  the  amnesty 
question  and  pave  the  way  for  complete 
and  unconditional  amnest. 

^Key  members  of  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  who  should  be  urged  to  support 
and  broaden  the  bill  are:  Rodino  NJ; 
Hungate  MO,  Eilberg  PA,  Sarbanes  MD, 
Jordan  TX,  Mezvinsky  lA,  Mazzoli  KY, 
Dodd  CT,  Hughes  NJ,  Russo  IL,  and  Fish 
NY. 

'Member  of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee 


NEW  WINDS  BLOWING? 


HOUSE  PASSES  ECONOMIC  AID  BILL  BY  LARGE  MARGIN 


On  September  10  the  House  passed 
the  International  Development  and  Food 
Assistance  Act  of  1975,  H.R.  9005,  by  a 
vote  of  244  to  1 55. 

Key  elements  in  the  success  fashioned 
by  the  House  International  Relations 
Committee:  There  was  no  money  for 
military  or  security  assistance  in  the  bill; 
Indochina  war  funds  were  rro  longer  an 
issue;  and  the  emphasis  was  on  food, 
nutrition,  and  population  planning  pro¬ 
grams.  The  bill  gained  strong  support 
though  it  increased  funds  for  controver¬ 
sial  international  organization  programs. 
It  would  also  reverse  a  previous  decision 
to  send  all  loan  repayments  to  the  U.S. 
Treasury  by  authorizing  use  of  such  loan 
repayments  for  food  and  nutrition  pro¬ 
grams  including  $200  million  for  the  new 
International  Fund  for  Agricultural  De¬ 
velopment. 

P.L.  480  food  programs  were  strength¬ 
ened  and  the  30%  limitation  on  political 
uses  of  food  aid  was  extended. 

Human  Rights.  On  the  House  floor  a 
human  rights  amendment  by  Tom  Harkin 
of  Iowa  was  added  238  to  164.  This 
FCNL-supported  amendment  would  pro¬ 
hibit  aid  to  governments  engaged  in  a 
consistent  pattern  of  gross  violations  of 
internationally  recognized  human  rights 
unless  it  could  be  shown  the  aid  directly 
benefited  needy  people. 

Here  is  a  breakdown  of  major  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  House  bill  which  authorized 
a  total  $1,354  million  for  FY1976  and 
$1,524  for  FY1977.  (Details  in  House 


Report  91-442)  Funds  for  international 
banks  are  in  separate  legislation. 

In  Millions 

FY75*  FY76**  FY77** 


nutrition 

$300 

$628.8 

$760.0 

Population 
planning 
&  health 

125 

248.1 

280.6 

Education 
and  human 

resources 

develop¬ 

ment 

82 

89.2 

101 .8 

Technical 
assistance, 
energy  re¬ 
search,  etc. 

67 

99.6 

104.6 

Interna¬ 
tional 
organiza¬ 
tions  and 
programs 

125 

194.5 

219.9 

'Actual  appropriation 
"Authorization 

Appropriation  Crucial.  Even  though  both 
Houses  may  authorize  a  reformed  and 
expanded  U.S.  economic  development 
program,  the  appropriations  committees 
have  the  final  say.  In  the  past  they  have 
drastically  reduced  authorized  funds  for 
bilateral  and  some  multilateral  programs. 
^Members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Foreign  Operations  Appropriations  Sub¬ 
committees  will  be  making  these  deci¬ 
sions  (see  FCNL  Feb.  Newsletter).  If  your 
Senator  or  Representative  is  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  member,  we  urge  you  to  write  or 
visit  him. 


One  of  Many  Steps.  Congressional  readi¬ 
ness  so  far  to  vote  for  increased  funds  for 
food  and  non-military  aid  despite  the 
recession  and  domestic  needs  is  hearten¬ 
ing.  But  do  members  of  Congress  and  the 
Administration  recognize  that  even  more 
difficult  steps  must  be  taken  in  order  to 
effect  a  more  equitable  and  just  distribu¬ 
tion  of  wealth  arxi  income  in  the  world? 
These  include  action  on  such  funda¬ 
mentals  as  terms  of  trade,  preferences  for 
developing  countries'  products,  controls 
on  multinational  corporate  activities,  and 
strict  U.S.  conservation  measures. 

The  positive  results  from  the  UN's  7th 
Special  Session  concluding  in  September 
hopefully  suggest  that  even  on  these 
difficult  problems  U.S.  policymakers  may 
recognize  new  policies  are  needed. 

WHERE  IS  FORD’S 
MILITARY  AID  PROPOSAL? 

Althou^  the  Administration  is 
nearly  three  rrwnths  into  the  new 
fiscal  year,  it  has  yet  to  submit  to 
Congress  information  on  the  total 
military  aid  it  is  requesting  for 
FY1976  or  the  dollar  figures  for 
specific  countries,  in  the  meantime, 
uiKler  a  continuing  resolution  the 
Pentagon  is  spending  at  last  year's 
level  of  $475  million  for  military 
grants  and  $300  million  for  military 
credit  sales. 


FCNL  Washington  Nsvwlattor,  Oetobar,  1975 


PagaS 


S.1:  A  THREAT  TO  OUR 
CONSTITUTIONAL  LIBERTIES 


"There  are  more  instances  of  the 
abridgement  of  the  freedom  of  the  people 
by  gradual  and  silent  encroachment  of 
those  in  power  than  by  violent  and 
sudden  usurpations. " 

—James  Madison 

Senate  Bill  1,  which  originated  from 
efforts  to  consolidate  existing  federal 
criminal  statutes  into  a  uniform  criminal 
code,  has  been  reported  out  to  the  full 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  A  presiden¬ 
tial  commission  headed  by  former  Cali¬ 
fornia  Governor  Brown  issued  a  report  in 
1971  with  an  outline  of  a  proposed 
uniform  criminal  code.  S.1  combined  the 
minority  commission  report  by  Senators 
McClellan  and  Hruska  and  a  bill  drafted 
by  the  Department  of  Justice  under 
Attorney  General  Mitchell  and  goes  be¬ 
yond  mere  criminal  code  reform  by  in¬ 
corporating  many  exceptional  provisions 
not  in  existing  law. 

PERSONAL  LIBERTIES 
CIRCUMSCRIBED 

S.1  would  legitimatize  many  question¬ 
able  law  enforcement  procedures.  It  con¬ 
tinues  the  present  law  authorizi/)g  elec¬ 
tronic  investigation  for  a  long  list  of 
federal  offenses.  It  also  allows  surveil¬ 
lance  without  court  order  for  emergencies 
such  as  "conspiratorial  activities  threaten¬ 
ing  the  national  security,"  a  provision  in 
violation  of  the  Supreme  court's  1972 
decision  on  wiretapping.  It  permits  police 
entrapment  if  the  culprit  is  "predisposed" 
to  criminal  activity,  thereby  sanctioning  a 
wide  range  of  controversial  police  be¬ 
havior.  It  contains  provisions  which  could 
make  "voluntary"  confessions  admissible 
as  court  evidence  even  in  the  absence  of 
counsel  and  warnings  prescribed  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

S.1  grants  much  latitude  to  courtroom 
defense  of  public  officials  but  restricts 
defenses  available  to  private  individuals. 
An  insanity  defense  to  a  criminal  charge 
is  all  but  ruled  out. 

S.1  has  the  following  sentencing  pro¬ 
visions. 

•  It  authorizes  the  death  penalty  for 
certain  cases  of  treason,  espionage,  sabo¬ 
tage,  and  murder. 

•  It  permits  much  too  long  maximum 
sentences.  Class  A,B,C,D,E  felonies  have 


maximum  sentences  of  life  imprisonment, 
30  years,  15  years,  7  years,  and  3  years. 
Moreover,  "dangerous  special  offenders" 
in  Class  C,  D,  and  E  felonies  may  be 
sentenced  to  25,  14,  and  6  years  impris¬ 
onment.  Most  offenses  are  Class  D  fel¬ 
onies  or  higher. 

•  All  sentences  are  allowed  to  run 
consecutively. 

•  Probation  is  permitted  only  urxler 
stringent  conditions  and  subject  to  pos¬ 
sible  appeal  by  the  government,  as  are  all 
sentences  under  three-fifths  of  the  maxi¬ 
mum. 

•  The  defendant  may  not  appeal  a 
sentence  if  it  is  less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
maximum. 

•  Parole  is  subject  to  negative  criteria 
which  encourage  incarceration  as  long  as 
the  prisoner  is  any  risk  to  society. 

•  Drug  offenders  are  subject  to  espe¬ 
cially  extreme  penalties.  For  example, 
someone  who  possesses  four  ounces  or 
more  of  an  opiate,  or  who  sells  any 
amount  of  it,  is  subject  to  a  minimum 
sentence  of  5  years  and  a  maximum  of  30 
years. 

•  The  widespread  usage  of  firearms  in 
criminal  acts  is  addressed  by  the  assumed 
deterrent  of  an  added  prison  term  rather 
than  by  effective  gun  control. 

Under  S.1's  excessive  sentencing  pro¬ 
visions,  non-compliaiKe  with  the  draft, 
"obstruction"  of  military  "recruitment, 
conscription,  or  induction,"  or  "incite¬ 
ment"  of  others  to  evade  the  draft  are 
Class  D  felonies,  punishable  by  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  7  years  imprisonment.  A  conspir¬ 
acy  to  "obstruct"  the  draft  or  to  "incite" 
others  to  evade  it  transforms  the  defend¬ 
ants  into  "dangerous  special  offenders,"  a 
Class  D  felony  punishable  by  14  years 
imprisonment,  if  they  have  taken  part  in 
"initiating,  organizing,  or  planning"  the 
conspiracy. 

Parts  of  S.1  are  of  special  concern  to 
Native  Americans  because  they  will  result 
in  almost  total  pre-emption  of  the  tribal 
governments'  jurisdiction  within  reserva¬ 
tion  boundaries  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 


Write  FCNL  for  our  testimony 
on  S.1's  sentencing  provisions  (T-2) 
or  our  testimony  on  S.1's  impact 
on  Native  Americans  (T-3). 


FREEDOMS  OF  SPEECH, 
PRESS  AND  ASSEMBLY 
INFRINGED 

S.1  contains  many  provisions  which 
would  interfere  substantially  with  the 
exercise  of  first  amendment  freedoms. 

•  It  has  an  excessively  broad  defi¬ 
nition  of  espionage. 

•  It  proscribes  acts  of  "sabotage"  and 
"impairing  military  effectiveness,"  which 
includes  acts  such  as  "delaying"  or  "ob¬ 
structing"  the  "production,  repair,  or 
delivery"  of  any  federally  owned  or 
controlled  property,  except  for  "legal 
strikes."  These  provisions  could  be  used 
to  break  down  dissent  or  work  stoppages 
in  industries  With  remote  connections  to 
defense  activities. 

•  It  has  an  Official  Secrets  Act,  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  disclosure  of  national  defense 
or  classified  information  under  nearly  all 
circumstances. 

•  It  prohibits  communicating  false 
statements  likely  to  cause  "serious  dis¬ 
ruptions"  during  wartime,  with  intent  to 
impair  U.S.  warmaking  ability.  This  pro¬ 
vision  aixJ  the  Official  Secrets  Act  go  far 
toward  inviting  the  institution  of  natiorv 
wkJe  censorship. 

•  it  prohibits  "intentional  obstruc¬ 
tion,  impairment,  or  perversion  of  a 
government  function  by  means  of  phys¬ 
ical  interference  or  obstacle,"  and  it 
contains  broad  anti-riot  provisions.  These 
two  provisions  could  be  used  to  restrict 
freedom  of  assembly. 

The  majority  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  seem  inclined  to  amend  S.1 
until  it  seems  acceptable.  However,  S.1 
has  such  extensive  disregard  for  individual 
rights  that  amending  it  until  it  is  support¬ 
able  is  almost  impossible. 

^Write  to  Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
members  and  urge  them  to  oppose  S.1. 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  members  are: 
Eastland  MS,  McClellan  AR,  Hart  Ml, 
Kennedy  MA,  Bayh  IN,  Burdick  ND,  Byrd 
WV,  Tunney  CA,  Abourezk  SD,  Hruska 
NE,  Fong  HI,  Scott  PA,  Thurmond  SC, 
Mathias  MD,W.  Scott  VA. 


We’ve  changed  type  faces-Ho  pro¬ 
vide  our  readers  with  more  informa¬ 
tion  in  what  we  hope  is  a  more 
readable  style. 


Pa0«4 
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INDIAN  LEGISLATION 


Continued  from  pg  1. 

The  Mutual  Defense  Treaty  of  1955  is 
still  in  force  despite  changing  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China 
and  is  similar  to  the  US-Philippine  Treaty. 

It  also  grants  the  US  the  right  to  station 
such  "land,  air,  and  sea  forces  in  and 
about  Taiwan  and  the  Pescadores  as  may 
be  required  for  their  defense,  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  mutual  agreement." 

According  to  Secretary  of  Defense 
Schlesinger,  "there  is  little  outside  threat 
to  . . .  Taiwan  at  the  present  time. ..." 
Yet  the  US  maintains  about  4,000  mili¬ 
tary  personnel  there  and  occupies  1200 
acres  of  land.  Operating  costs  for  FY  75 
are  estimated  at  over  $50  million.  In  the 
last  12  months  this  nation  agreed  to  sell 
Taiwan  more  than  $100  million  of  mili¬ 
tary  equipment.  When  asked  this  year 
how  long  the  US  is  planning  to  maintain  a 
military  presence  on  Taiwan,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense  responded  that  "no 
terminal  date . . .  has  been  established. 
Further  reductions  will  be  made  as  the 
security  situation  in  the  area  permits." 

President  Ford  is  scheduled  to  visit  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  in  November, 
during  which  time  US  relations  with 
Taiwan  will  be  discussed.  Recently,  Secre¬ 
tary  Kissinger  stated:  "Our  new  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China 
is  now  a  durable  feature  of  the  world 
scene.  It  serves  our  respective  interests 
and  the  broader  interests  of  peace  and 
stability  in  Asia  and  around  the  world. 
No  stable  international  order  is  conceiv¬ 
able  without  the  participation  of  this 
one-quarter  of  the  human  race." 

QUESTIONS 

How  does  this  treaty  with  Taiwan 
serve  the  “broader  interests  of  peace?" 

What  effect  has  the  U  S.  military 
relationship  had  upon  the  lives  of  the 
Taiwanese  people? 


The  House  has  completed  hearings  on 
The  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement 
Act.  We  supported  the  Act  with  testi¬ 
mony  stressing  both  health  needs  and 
moral  responsibility  to  act  (write  for 
T-11).  If  passed,  it  should  be  imple¬ 
mented  within  the  fullest  context  of  the 
Indian  Self-Determination  Act  (P.L.638) 
which  represents  the  new  federal  policy. 
The  health  bill  will  test  the  governments' 
committment  to  its  new  policy.  We 
recommend  support  of  H.R.7852  which 
is  identical  to  the  Jackson-Fannin  bill 
unanimously  passed  by  the  Senate.  How¬ 
ever  the  health  act  would  not  be  imple¬ 
mented  until  1977,  thus  we  are  urging 
support  for  supplementary  funds  for  the 
IHS  budget  now  before  the  Senate  Ap¬ 
propriations  Committee  (Write  for  G-44). 


Gallup  pollsters  have  reported  that  55% 
of  gurvowners  and  76%  of  non-gun- 
owners  favor  gun  registration  and  that  a 
majority  of  Americans  favor  an  outright 
ban  on  handguns. 

The  Kerner,  Katzenbach,  Eisenhower, 
Brown,  and  Peterson  Commissions  each 
studied  the  problems  of  crime  and  vio¬ 
lence  in  our  society  and  unanimously 
agreed:  private  possession  of  handguns 
must  be  eliminated. 

With  the  more  than  130  proposals  now 
in  the  legislative  hopper,  it  is  time  for 
Congress  to  act.  The  newest,  most  sup¬ 
portable  bill  was  introduced  Sept.  23  by 
John  Conyers,  Ml.  Similar  to  bills  pre¬ 
viously  introduced  by  Sen.  Philip  Hart  Ml 
and  Rep.  Jonathan  Bingham  NY,  it  calls 
for  a  ban  on  import,  manufacture,  sale, 
purchase,  transfer,  receipt,  possession  or 
transportation  of  handguns.  Exceptions 
to  the  rule  include  police,  gun  clubs,  and 
qualified  collectors. 

Though  not  solving  our  crime  prob¬ 
lem,  legislation  of  this  kind  would  do 
much  to  hold  back  the  annual  flood  of  2 
million  additional  handguns  into  an  al¬ 
ready  hair-triggered  society. 


Al  A^KA 

NATIVE  LEGISLATION 


S.  1B24,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Stevens 
(Ala.)  contains  language  which  threatens 
the  integrity  of  the  entire  Alaska  Native 
Claims  Settlement  Act.  Section  15  of  the 
bill  abrogates  the  fiduciary  duties  of  the 
United  States  to  Native  people  and,  in 
effect,  takes  power  from  the  federal 
courts  when  an  unpopular  decision  is 
expected  or  given  in  favor  of  aboriginal 
rights.  This  section  is  an  attempt  for 
private  relief  for  oil  companies  which  are 
accused  of  trespassing  on  the  North  Slope 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Alaska  Native 
Claims  Settlement  Act. 

Letters  to  members  of  the  Senate 
Interior  Committee  are  urgently  needed 
focusing  on  the  overall  effects  of  such 
Congressional  activity.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  write  Diana  Payne  and  Bryan 
Michener. 

Diana  Payne  and  Bryan  Michener 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NA¬ 
TIONAL  LEGISLATION  IncludM 
Friends  appointed  by  22  Friends  Yeerty 
Meetlnps  and  by  10  other  Friends  orMnt- 
zatlons  In  the  United  States.  Expressions 
of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHINQTON 
NEWSLETTER  are  fuided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy  prs^ed  and  approved 
by  the  Committee.  Seekine  to  follow  the 
leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  Itself  and  for  Hke-minded  Friends. 
No  organization  can  speak  officially  for 
the  Rwigiout  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINQTON  NEW^ETTER. 
Contributors:  Edward  F.  Snyder, 
Frances  Neely,  Harold  B.  Confer,  Sylvie 
Bronner,  Larry  Newlin,  Steve  W.  Ar^l. 
245  Second  N.E.,  WasMn^on,  D.C. 
20002.  Subscription  p^e  Slaoo  per 
year.  Published  monthly  except  AKugust. 


Second  Class  Postage 
Paid  at  Washington,  D.C 


Z  245  Second  Street,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002 


The  Bicentennial  year  is  also  a 
Presidential  election  year.  What 
would  be  a  more  appropriate 
holiday  season  gift  for  1976 
than  a  subscription  to  the 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter? 

Send  FCNL  a  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  those  to 
receive  your  gift,  plus  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  $5  each,  and  we  will 
see  to  it  that  they  receive  the 
eleven  issues  in  1976. 
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